322                            RECOLLECTIONS
BOOK some added the wicked tag that he was himself tl IIL most incomprehensible of politicians. The politicia is certainly apt to be the most unreasonable, and 1 have the shortest memory. There was more tha one acute and trying surprise in the constructic of his last Cabinet, but his firm patience wore difl culties down. He observed ruefully to himself th( six of the ministers had never sat in Cabinet befor The temperature of feeling for the Irish task w< not by any means uniform or equable. Some toe that task prosaically as coming in the day's work, ar they contributed with sober loyalty to the commc cause. Others proved disappointing to themselv< and colleagues alike. One, who had in his day be* the successful advocate of sound reforms, showe that, though excellent in speech, thoroughly liber in mind, and a man of many accomplishments, he w; of comparatively secondary use in council. Anoth was far better equipped than any of us in wider fiel< of historic knowledge, and in constitutions and the juristic frame. Well might one envy his knowledg and even more the happiness he must have had acquiring it. He had in him, as much as any, t] root of the Home Rule matter. He was in form good speaker; his sentences stood well and easy < their four feet; his arguments were marshalled good order; his temper was amiable and persuasrv It was a puzzle that somehow the persuasion d not always stamp lasting impressions. A thi was attentive and acute, but apt to abound in ti smaller points, to take minute objections, and th to press them as if they were the deepest fund mentals. A fourth was one of the best debaters the House, and was justly acceptable on both sid<at the politician is the most incomprehensible of all human beings, to which VOL. I                                                         Yr tactics after 1893 lamentable. We oug to have defied our sections to do their worst. Asked i whether it was true that I had gone for Rosebery in preferenhave some prejudices, but if you don't wound them, they are as reasonable as any other nation." Thought Irelandme." He smiled all over his face, playing with his fork.
